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Performance Dates:

Wednesday, March 26, 2015
Thursday, March 26, 2015
Friday, March 27, 2015

All performances will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Wadleigh Theatre, Daggy Hall

 Admission is free!



The Performance Project 2015

The performance is approximately 60 minutes in 
length and is performed without an intermission.

 Director Mary Trotter 

 Playwright, Set and Benjamin Gonzales
 Light Designer

 Assistant Director Natassja Haynes

 Staff Assistant Angel Gonzales

 Stage Manager Emma Gleghorn

 Sound Designer Brian Linnenkamp



This project is part of a WSU college readiness 

outreach program called Performance As Education 

(PAE). The program is premised on the belief that in 

addition to academic support and financial aid, the 

most important skills for college success are  

self-confidence, public speaking, and the belief that 

your life stories and experiences have meaning.

We want to thank the entire ensemble, actors and 

crew, those who supported the program financially, 

those who publicized it and used informal networks 

to spread the word, and everyone who has attended 

the performances for all your support.  We believe this 

combination of college readiness and outreach with 

theatre and the arts is an important project.  We look 

forward to your continued support.

John Fraire, 
Executive Director 
Performance as Education

Melynda Huskey,
Interim Vice President, 
Division of Student Affairs



Actors/Writers

Rahmo Ali (Woman in Yellow) is a sophomore pursuing a degree in 
Psychology. This show is the first one she has ever acted in. A huge part of her 
identity lies in being a Somali-American Muslim feminist. Included in this is her 
love for creatively illustrating works of art that convey messages of social justice. 
She will utilize this talent in The Performance Project.

Thea McCracken (Woman in Red) spent most of her life in Spokane, 
although she graduated from high school in South Dakota. She is glad to be back 
in Washington and is a junior at WSU majoring in Zoology. Thea hopes to work as 
a zookeeper after graduation.  She is glad to be a part of The Performance Project 
because she believes it can help those who watch it, as well as help herself.

Hailey Gumm (Woman in Blue) is a WSU freshman currently majoring in 
Philosophy, but plans to transfer out and pursue a degree in Theatre Arts. She is 
from Seattle and misses the west side very much. The Performance Project means 
a lot to her, and she is super glad she got the opportunity to share her story 
alongside some amazing individuals. She would like to thank all of them for being 
a part of something so big.

Jimmy-John Kraus (Man in Red) was born and raised in the south and 
moved to Washington State when he was eight years old. He has lived with his 
mother and father for more than ten years in Bremerton. He is a freshman by 
year at Washington State University, but a sophomore by grade level due to the 
amount of AP classes he took. He is seeking a double major in Psychology and 
Criminal Justice, and hopes to one day join the FBI’s criminal profiling unit. 
Jimmy-John is super excited to share this experience with everyone and is thrilled 
to be part of The Performance Project.

Elias Nilsson (Man in Blue) is a Computer Engineering student from 
Edmonds, Washington. After his time at WSU, he wants to work with the field of 
medicine to continue advancing the technology it uses. Elias is enjoying his time 
in STAGE and Nuthouse improv at WSU, and he hopes to take the skills he has 
gained in The Performance Project to create an amazing show!



Nicole Van Orden (Woman in Orange) is your typical WSU sophomore 
pursuing a degree in Accounting and Financial Economics in the hopes of 
becoming a Forensics Accountant. With a passion for bringing ease and fun into 
any situation, she is on the path to becoming a camp counselor this summer, 
fulfilling a childhood dream. Nikki also hopes to utilize her outgoing and 
enthusiastic personality as a means of bringing light to the darker subjects of The 
Performance Project.

Jenna Patague (Woman in Green) is a WSU junior studying Pre-Vet-Wildlife 
Ecology and minoring in Comparative Ethnic Studies. She moved to Pullman from 
Hawai’i, in hopes of pursuing her dream to become a veterinarian. After college, 
she would like to work on a conservation project with zebra habitat rehabilitation. 
This year’s The Performance Project really hits home for her, and she hopes to 
have a positive impact on others and create change through her story. 

Rebecca Myers (Woman in Purple) lived in Redding, California for the
first 12 years of her life and in Ocean Shores, Washington for seven years. She
transferred to Washington State University from Grays Harbor Community
College as a sophomore. She is majoring in Communication (mainly Production).
She wants to own and operate her own elite film studio. Rebecca wants to help
another soul know they are loved, comforted, accepted and not alone. She is
excited to try something new, daring, bold, and ultimately terrifying: acting.

Kami Nicolino (Woman in Pink) is a third generation Coug and is a freshman 
majoring in English at WSU. She has always loved theatre and has been involved 
in it for as long as she can remember. She comes from a small town not too 
far from Seattle. She spends most of her time reading or writing, although if 
Pullman had a beach, that’s where she’d be. She’s an aspiring author who wants 
to continue with theatre and travel the world someday. Kami hopes you enjoy the 
show.

Trevor Williams (Man in Green) transferred to Washington State University 
as a junior, and is originally from Puyallup. He was recently certified into the 
Edward R. Murrow College of Communication to specialize in journalism and 
media production. He hopes to have a career in the film industry, but is also 
excited for other opportunities this field has to offer. One of Trevor’s passions is 
poetry, which was his medium of submission to be selected for The Performance 
Project.



Production Staff

This is Mary’s fourth year teaching at WSU after 
spending five years in New York working for numerous 
theatre companies acting, directing, as well as teaching 
high school theatre in Westchester County. She received 
her undergraduate degree from Bradley University and 
her MFA in Acting from the University of Idaho. Mary 
started doing theatre at Starlight Theatre in Rockford, 
Illinois.

Benjamin has been in Pullman doing theatre for the 
past 17 years. He received both his undergraduate 
and master’s degrees at WSU in theatre and teaching 
respectively. Benjamin has been heavily involved with 
the majority of the productions performed in the 
theatre at Daggy Hall since he arrived in 1997. He is a 
playwright, director, as well as a designer for sets, sound, 
and lights.

Natassja Haynes is a senior at Washington State 
University studying strategic communication at the 
Edward R. Murrow College of Communication. This is 
Natassja’s fifth production that she has participated in at 
WSU. She would like to thank her friends and family for 
their support and love.

Mary Trotter   Artistic Director/Director

Benjamin Gonzales   Playwright, Set, and
 Light Designer

Natassja Haynes   Assistant Director



Angel graduated from Big Bend Community College 
and is now a junior at Washington State University. 
He is majoring in Communication with emphasis 
in broadcast production and news. Angel was part 
of a similar high school-based program titled “Las 
Memorias,” where he was an original cast member, and 
since continued on as assistant director.

Emma has been involved with theatre since she was five, 
and loves every aspect of it. She grew up near Seattle 
and transferred to WSU this fall after spending time at a 
college in Minnesota. She is a Media Communications 
major. Emma has been involved in four shows this year 
at WSU, and The Performance Project is her second time 
being stage manager. After she graduates, she hopes to 
become either a travel writer or a sports photographer.

Brian is a sophomore at WSU studying Computer 
Engineering. He hails from the west side of the Cascade 
Mountain Range and calls Renton his home. He has 
high hopes to become a hardware engineer, and 
hopefully design items that you will eventually use 
in your everyday life. He is a jolly lad and extremely 
excited for everyone to see this production as it has had 
a lot of time and effort put into it by everyone involved.

Angel Gonzales   Staff Assistant

Emma Gleghorn   Stage Manager

Brian Linnenkamp   Sound Designer



Special Thanks
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STAGE Student Theatre 
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John Carlson

Jami Capps

Melynda Huskey

John Fraire

J. Manuel Acevedo

Marcela Pattinson

Steve Nakata


